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And the Lord ſaid unto the children of 
Iſrael, Did not I deliver you from the 
Egyptians, and from the Amorite, from 
the Children e and from the 

 Philiſtines ? 3 

The Zidonians alſo, and the Amalekites, 

and Maonites did oppreſs you, and ye 
cried to me, and I delivered you out of 
their hand. 

Tet ye have forſaken me, and ſerved o- 
ther Gods; wherefore, I will deliver 

you no more. ; | 

Go and cry unto the Gods which ye have 
choſen, let them deliver you in the time 

. of your tribulation. | 

And the children of Iſrael ſaid unto the 

Lord, We have ſinned, do thou unto us 
what ſdever ſeemeth good unto thee, de- 

liver us only, wepray thee, this day. 

And they put away the ſtrange Gods from 

among them, and ſerved the Lord: 

and his ſoul was grieved for the miſe- 
ry of Ifrael. 


E find in the beginning of this chapter, that 
Ml the children of Iſrael, after they had en- 
| joyed peace during the adminiſtration f 
—=T two of their Judges, caſt themſelves afreſh 
under the anger of God by their renewed and great 
ol A 2. provo- 


Fer, 10. 
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provocations, particularly in idolatry, for which 
he ſuffered them to be brought into new diſtreſſes 
and dangers; the Philiſtines on the one hand, and 
the Ammonites on the other, ſorely oppreſſed and 
haraſſed them. They had felt the burthen of their 


yoke for a-conſiderable time, and they were now 


in fear of the event of a deciſive battle with the 
Ammozates, who were come out #ainſt them- 
- Under theſe their oppreſſions and difficulties they 
cry unto God, and confeſs their ſinful revolt from 
him. The farther proceſs of this their application 
to God is contained in the verſes which I have 
read. Wherein we have a ſharp meſſage ſent them 
from God ; the good effect this had upon the peo- 
ple of Iſrael, and at laſt the compaſſtonate regard 
Which God ſhewed them thereupon : 
Firſt, We find a ſevere and awful meſſage from 


God, probably ſent by ſome prophet. By terrible 


Fer. 1 1, 12. 


preſs yon, and ye cried unto me, and 1 delivered yon 


things in righteouſneſs he anſwers them. It is a lan- 
guage of terror, but which carries in-it ſelf the moſt 
evident marks of righteouſneſs, and which their 
on conſciences could not but acknowledge to be 
I. He upbraids them with the mgratitude of their 
defection from him to idolatry, after the many ſig- 
nal deliverances which he had vouchſafed to them. 
To this end he recounts the principal ſalvations 
Which they had received, and this in à way of ap- 
pęal to themſelves by queſtion. Did nat I deliver 
you from the Egyptians, when I brought you out of 
Egypt by a fueceffion of wonders, and ſaved you 
from Pharaoh and his hoſt, when they purſued you, 
by carrying you ſafe thro the Red Sea, and drown- 
ing them in it? Did not I deliver you alſo from the 


Amorites, when they refuſed-you à paſſage thro® 


their country, and came out full of rage to deſtroy 
you? And from the children of Ammon, when they 
joined with the Moabites to invade you? Aud from 
the Philiſtines, when they made the next attempt 


upon you in the days of Shamgar ? | The. Zidontans 


alſo, aud the Amalekites, and the Maonites did op- 


of. 
2 
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- et of their hand. We find no account elſewhere 

es of their oppreſſion by the Zidoniaus, or by the Ma- 

id | oxites, a people of Arabia. But for the Amalekites, Fudg. 3. 
d we find them acting againſt /ſrae/, both in concert 13. 

ir with the Moabites, and afterwards with the Midia- Ch. 6. 3. 
W uites. All this enumeration is made to awaken 

8 them to genuine remorſe for their prodigious ingra- 


titude to a God, who had been ſo frequently their 
y Saviour in the time of their paſt diſtreſſes. I have 
n thus delivered you in various extremities; Jer, 13 
n ze have forſaken me, and ſerved other Gods, All! 
e .theſe paſt mercics have prov'd ineffectual to keep 
1 you ſledfaſt with me. Look back upon what I have 
= done for you, and lay to heart the greatneſs of your 
d ſins, as aggravated by every ſalvation which you 
have already received. : 
2 2. He threatens them for that reaſon to deliver 
* them no more. I hereſore I will deliver you zo 
> more. It is plain from the event, that tho? this is 
1 delivered in abſolute terms, there was a proviſo 
r and exception underſtood, tho? not CG, And 
2 even ſo ſevere an anſwer was given, only as the 
more effectual means to redouble their fervency in 
prayer, to give them a lively ſenſe of their ſin and 
delrts, and to engage them to a thorough repent- 
Ef ance, We may apprehend the wards to carry this 
3 ſenſe. © Poſſibly you think, becauſe I have deliver- 
— * ed you ſo often upon your crics in the time of 
= _* your diſtreſs, that you may always eaſily obtain 
l my interpoſal in your favour, when you need 
pI eme, upon a formal prayer and confeſſion with- 
d ut any more ado; that you have been ſo much 
| © the darlings of my providence, and received fo 
| many of my favours already, that. deliverance is 
1 _. * entailed upon you, and I will never ſee you ruin- 
! ed. Inſtead of ſuch a preſumptuous confidence, 
I! I would have you to know, that you are the leſs 
likely to find me your refuge in future diltreſles, 
in proportion to the number and the greatneſs of 
© the mercies I have already conferred, when not- 
| * withſtanding them you have forſaken me, In- 
'* ſtead of imagining, that becauſe I have delivered 
| Jou 
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1 Sam. 28. As Saul, becauſe the Philiftines made War againſt 


15. 


vine me 
did not make them deſperate, 
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you ſo often, therefore I will ſtill deliver you; 
< on the contrary, Zherefore I will deliver you nb 
more. This you may juſtly expect, this you truly 
* deſerve; and this I am refolv'd ſhall be your caſe, 
© unleſs you are awaked to a more ſerious and 
© hearty repentance and reformation. 

3. He ſends them, by way of ſevere irony, to 
thoſe things for which they had forſaken him, to 
obtain help of them in their diſtreſs. - Go and cry 
#nto the Gods you have chofen, let them deliver you 
in the time your tribulation, A keen reflection 
both upon them, and upon their idols too! Like 
that of Moſes, Where are their Gods, their rock in 
whom they truſted ; which did eat the fat of thetr 
ſacrifices, and drank the wine of their drink-offer- 
ings * let them riſe up and help yon, and be your 
protection. Why do you apply tò me in your di- 
ſtreſs ? Go to thoſe whom you have choſen in my 
ſtead. Tho” this may look like triumphing over them 
in their calamity ;' yet it really was with a very kind 
deſign, the farther to promote their ſincere repen- 
tance. Their own conſciences mult tell them, that 
they deſerved ſuch treatment from a forſaken God; 
and this was the way to ſhake them off from all 


their falſe confidences, by a lively view of their 


inſufficiency to help them; without which they 


would neither heartily forſake their fins, nor value 


ivine favour in a becoming manner. | 
223 We have the good effect, that this di- 
e had upon t A of Ifrael. It 

8 ut produced in them 
a becoming temper of mind under the ſenſe of 
their ſins, and of divine diſpleaſure; they con- 
tinue ardent in Prayer; and add to all this the only 


method, which can give ſolid hope in extreme dan -. 


ers after great Provocations, an actual thorow 
Reformation. God ſeemed abſolutely to deny 
them any help; it does not appear, that any pro- 
viſo for repentance was mentioned to them. In 


ſuch a caſe many grow deſperate, and fly out to 


any unhallowed methods they can think of for help. 


| him, 
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5 hum, and God was departed from him, and anſwer- 
ed him no more, therefore applied to the Devil for 
direction. But this ſeeming repulſe from God had 
the moſt kindly effect upon the people now: I ho? 
they were doubtfal of the ſucceſs, yet they take 
the true and only way to obtain it: Like the 
King of Nzzeveh, when a denunciation, as poſi- 
tive as in the Text, was delivered againſt that city 
by the Prophet Jonab; the King proclaimed a faſt, 794% 3-4; 
ordered all to be covered with ſackcloth, to cry migh- N- 
tily unto God, and to turn every one from his evil 
way, and from the violence that was in his hands : 
Upon this ſecret hope, worthy of God ; Who car 
tell, if God will turu and repent, and turn aw 
from his fierce anger, that we periſh not! Juſt ſo, 
in this earlier age, did the people of 1ſrael behave 
| in the text. Let us obſerve in particular what is 
| related of them. | 
I. They renew their confeſſion. Ve have ſin- Ver. 15+ 
ned. Thy charge is juſt, we fall under it. As we 
© have acknowleded it before, we own it ſtill; 
and own it to be attended with all thoſe aggrava- 
tions of ingratitude, and folly, in which thou haſt 
© ſet it before us. | 
2. They ſubmit to the puniſhment, which God 
ſhall think fit to inflict. Do thou unto us as ſeemeth 
good unto thee. Which is a plain acknowledgment 
of their ill deſerts, and that it would be righteous | 
with God to do as he had ſaid. They accept of Lev. 26. 
the puniſhment of their iniquity, which is one of 47> 42. 
the conditions God fixed th his people, in or- 
der to their hope of this merciful regard, after he 
| ſhould inflict his judgments for their fins. And 
their way of ſpeaking, compared with what follows, 
ſeems to carry in it a ſenſe like that of David, when 
| he had the choice of three ſore evils given him, 
| peſtilence, and famine, and ſword ; Let ws fall now 2 Sam. 24. 
into the hand of the Lord, for his mercies are great; 14. 
| and let me not fall into the hand of man. So Iſrae 
ſeems to ſpeak here; Lord, chaſtiſe us with thine 
| own hand, as thou pleaſeſt ; but deliver us not in- 
| to the hands of theſe cruel men. 6. 
| - | ; oo”. X N ; A _ | t 8. They 
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3. They humbly and earneſtly intreat for h 
mercy. Deliver us only, we pray thee, this day, 
They own their unworthineſs, and the tighteoulſ- 
neſs of God's threatning, yet they continue inſtant 
m Prayer, and humbly implore his mercy. As if 
they had ſaid; Lord, try us a little longer, e'er thou 
quit the care of us; chaſten us, if thou pleaſeſt, 
but do not deſtroy us, nor give us up to them 
who would do ſo. Vouchſafe to deliver us at 
leaſt once more out of this danger, and ſee whe- 
ther that will not have a better effect than former 
mercies. e tis 
J. They immediately proceed to an actual and 
thorough reformation. They actually put away the 
evil of their doings, and they learnt to do well. 


FRO put away the ſtrange Gods from among them, 
and ſer 


ved the Lord. They renounced all idola- 
try, the preſent ground of controverſy between God 
and them; and returned to the true worſhip of him, 
and of him alone. And it is worthy of obſerva- 
tion, that * this is the moſt remarkable repentance 
and reformation, that we read of hitherto in the 
Hiftory of the Judges: And it ſeems to have been 
ſo ſcrious, that for a long time they did not relapſe; 
for we read nothing of their idolatry in the time of 
the three Judges, that followed Fephthab. 
Thirdly, We have here the compaſſionate regard, 
which God was pleaſed to ſhew them hercupon ; 
expreſſed in the moſt tender manner. And his ſoul 


was grieved for the miſery of Iſrael. Every one 


will underſtand, that this is to be taken in a figu- 
rative ſenſe, and not in ſtrict propriety. The fa- 
cred Penman; writing for the uſe of men, to ſtrike 
the more, repreſents God in the tenderneſſes of hu- 
man nature. Without doubt, properly ſpeaking, 
God is not capable of anger, grief, or any paſſionate 
emotions, which are all marks of imperteCtion. It 


only ſignifies, that in much mercy he reſolved to 


deliver them upon this their repentance; he no 
longer willed to puniſh'them, but dealt with them 


in ſuch manner, as men would do according to, 


their ability, when their Souls are touched wy L, 
1 | wely 
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lively grief and compaſſion for the afflictions of 
others. And accordingly we find afterwards, that 
he raiſed up, and animated Fephthah to be theit 
head and deliverer. 

I have thus at large ſurveyed this whole paſ- 
ſage hiſtorically, that I might lay the clearer foun- 
dation for that diſcourſe, which I intend from it, 
to ſuit at once both the occaſion of this famous 
Anniverſary, and the particular circumſtances of 


national diltreſs, which give us reaſon now to keep 


even this feaſt with bitter herbs. 

I ſhall propoſe ſome practical obſervations from 
the words, and then apply all to our own caſe. 

I. I would obſerve, that it is our duty, even in 
new diſtreſſes, ſeriouſly to recolled the ſignal de- 
liverances, which God has already vouchſafed us. 
This is a way of thinking, which God puts the 
{ſrael:tes here upon, to look back upon his former 
appearances for them. He recounts theſe with ſo 
much particularity, that Iſrael might have their 
thoughts to dwell upon them. Have not I de- 
© livered you from ſuch and ſuch an enemy? re- 
ſcued you out of ſuch a difficulty, as you or your 
* fathers were ſore preſſed with? Tho? you are now 
involved anew, let theſe come freſh into your 
* remembrance, with all the circumſtances of your 
* diſtreſs, and melancholy apprehenſions before 
your deliverance, and in all the glories of divine 


- * providence appearing in your falvations ?. 


New diſtreſſes ſhould not ſtifle our gratitude for 
mercies hitherto; nor ſhould the value of them be 
lefſencd in our eſteem, becauſe the clouds return 
afrer the rain. God does his great works to be re- 
membred; and it is itſelf no {mall provocation to 
him, if we ſoon forget his works, and his wonders 
that he has ſhetun ns, with which Iſrael is charged. 
Even when our preſent circumſtances more emi- 
nently call for prayer, that ſhould be accompanied 
with thankſgiving. | ho* the ſoreſt calamities 


ſhould be either felt or feared, yet the ſalvations, 


by which we have been preſcrved ſo long, ſhould 
be reviewed with praiſe. We ſhauld ſay with 
David, I ho am J, O Ss God, and what is my 


boriſe, 


P/ 7 8. 11. 
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18. 


10 


Sam. 17. 
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horſe, that thou haſt brought me hitherto ! ever 
en ſuppoſition, that our own or our families. 
circumitances ſhould now begin to be diltreſ- 
ſed. And in pablick calamitics or dangers, God's 
favourable providences are not the leis to be mag- 
niticd, whereby the tranquillity of a nation has 
been maintained fo long. Fhankſgivings for for- 
mer ſalvations, eſpecially thoſe which were great 
and illuſtrious, are not ſuperſeded by our being in- 
volved anew, and having occaſion tor freſh deli- 
VCrances. 

Palt deliverances may be recollected by good 
nen in new ditticultics, as encouragements to 
hope and truſt in him for the future. They are 
{cntible evidences of his power and allſufficiency, 
and ot his taichtulnets in periornung his promiſes ; 
and theretore great aſſttances to our faith, We 
nnd good men frequently making ſuch uſe of them. 
The Lord (ſays Datud,) that delivered ine out of 
the paw of the lion, aud vnt of the paw of the bear, 


he will deliver ine vat of the hand of the Philiſtiue. 


And to the ſame purpoſe St. Paul, He delivered 
ts from ſo great a death, aud doth deliver; in whom 
we truſt ihat he will yet deliver us. Particular per- 


ſons, while they keep God's way; and communi- 


ties allo, when they are in a regular ſtate, may 
found a comfortable hope of God's not forſaking 
them in freſh difficulties, upon their paſt experien- 
ces of his care and kindneſs; and therefore they 
will be wanting to themſelves, if they ſuſfer them 
to lie in oblivion. But we have the authority of 
great examples for improving them to ſome hope, 
even. farther than this. We find good men in ſome 
circumſtances making uſe of this plea in their in- 
terceſlions for a very provoking people; and not 
without fucceſs. Mes docs to trequently on be- 
half of the /ſraelzzes in the wilderneſs. Upon their 


making the golden calf, when God was about to 


deſtroy them, Hes humbly interpoſes with this ar- 
gument ; I hy doth thy wrath wax hot againſt thy 
people, which thex haſt brought forth ont of the land 
of Egypt, ui great power, aud with a mighty 

and? 
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and? Wherefore fprald the Egyptians ſpeak, and 
Jay, For miſchief did he bring them ont to flay them 
iu the mountains, aud io conſume them from the face 
of the earth! And we are told, the Lord r evented 
of the evil, which be 97 55 rhe 70 do unto his People. 
And with the func ſucceſs he urges the lame plea 
on their behalf, upon their murmuring at the re- 
port brought by the {pics of the land of Cazaam. 
But then it muſt be contidered, that there was ſome- 
thing very peculiar in their caſe, to intereſt the ho- 
nour of God's name in their preſervation; the po- 
ſitive aſſurances he had given ot bringing them in- 
to Canaan, the promiſes made to the holy Patriarchs 
of making their deſcendents a great nation, and e- 
ſpecially the intended deſcent of the Melliah from 
them; which are not circumſtauces attending any 
other people. And even notwithſtanding thete cir- 
cumſtances, tho* they were not utterly extirpated 
for their provocation, yet they met with very ſfe- 
vere ſtrokes of divine vengeance. . Tho' we may 
therefore humbly and ſubmiſſively intercede for a 
people upon the foot of God's palt appearances; 
yet without reformation we can entertain but a ve- 
ry feeble hope npon this bottom. Therefore, 
Whenever God's hand is ſtretched out, we ſhould 
recollect his paſt deliverances as ſo many aggrava- 
tions of our tins, and conſiderations to humble us 
before God, T'his is the purpoſe, for which God 
puts the /ſrael/iztes here in remembrance of them. 
Have I delivercd you once and again, and yet you 
have forſaken me? Nothing aggravates fin more 
than this. This fixes upon vs the charge of :z2gr4 
ritude, which is the blackeſt and moſt reproachrul 
of all others; that we ill reqrre the Lord, who has 
made us and eſtabliſhed ac The di ingenuity of {in 
attcr great ſalvations, which ſhould lead us to re- 
pentance, ought to be laid to heart, to ſoften us in- 
to a penitent <ontricion. And indeed, ir we VCit- 
ture to provoke God after ſignal deliverances, it 
will juſtly lay us under the impatation of grois. fob 
lv tor our ſelves, as well as of ingratitude to God: 
We ſhall have realon to charge our ſelves with a- 
. B 2 bandoning 
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vandoning a tried friend for doubtful or inſuffici- 
cut methods of relief; the fame thing, which God 


tain of living waters, Whom they had found to be 
ſo, and hewing out to themſelves broken ciſterns which 
can hold no water. The aggravation {till riſes 
higher after great and many deliverances, as in our 
provocations we run counter to the ed of ſuch 
deliverances : It is certain, that they were granted 
Luk. 1. 74, on purpoſe, that we being delivered out of the hand 
75» of our enemies, or from any other evils, might ſerve 
him without fear, without a ſervile ds of any 
prejudice they can do us, in holineſs and righteonſ- 
neſs before him, all the days of anr life. Now how 
heinous mult the crime be, if, inſtead of anſwer- 
Fer. 7. 10. ing that end, we ſhould carry it afterwards, as if 
we were delivered to do all abominations? We ſhould 
endeavour to ſee the exceeding finfulneſs of our 


fins, by comparing them with that which God has 


wrought for us. | 
II. There is nothing, of which we have ſo much 
reaſon to be afraid, when difficulties and dangers re- 
turn, as leſt God ſhould quit the protection of 
Ws: Left he ſhould ſay, Iwill deliver you us more; 
or, 
of.. o. 12. I his is the moſt conſummate evil in it ſelf. o to 
If. 30. 7. thein, ſays God, whea I depart from them. It is 
0 principally y God's fadour, that our mountain ſtand, 
ſtrong, while it dogs ſo; if he hides his face, how 
ſown fhall we be troubled? If God abandon our pro- 
tection, we ſhall eaſily become a prey to the fee- 
pleit enemy, and entirely lie open to any forts of 
Deut. 32, Evils; that is, F our rock hath ſold us, and the Lord 

Os Ht HS HP. FS 

ö # All other means for qur ſafety will be ineffectu- 
al, if God forſake us. Whatever methods we have 
applied to in his ſtead, whatever idols we have ſect 
up in his place, they cannot deliver as in the time 
of our tribulation ; they will be found Gods of no 
might, and phyſicians of no value; ſuch as God 
can triumph over, and we muſt mourn over in the 
gay of our calamity. x. if 
FVP Henee 
5 


Charged upon {ſrae! of old, forſabiug him the foun- 
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Hence even ill men, when trouble is upon them, 
or when trouble is near, find themſelves obliged 
to apply to God for help. So the people of J- 
rael did here, and on many other occaſions. Ia their 
aflielion, ſays God, they will ſeek me early: I (hall 


hear of them then, whether they ever minded me 


13 


Hoſ. 5. 15. 


before, or no. Lord, in trouble have they viſited Ia. 26.16. 


thee; they poured out a prayer, when thy chaſtning 
was upon them, Even many, who live without 
God in the world in their ordinary courſe, yet 
think it worth their while in — emergen- 
cies to try what he will do for them. But, 

There is no ſmall ground to fear, leſt God ſhould 
refuſe to anſwer our prayers, if we ſcek him only 
in our diſtreſs, while we have been inſenſible of 
the attractive force of ſignal deliverances. This is 
plainly intimated by God in the text. And hum- 
ble and holy minds will have an apprehenſion of 
the contrary, like Ezra. After all that is come at- 
on #5 for our evil deeds, and for our great treſpaſs, ſee- 
ing that thou our God haſt piintiþbed ns leſs than 
our iniquities deſerve, and haſt given us ſuch deli- 
verance as this; ſhould we agaia break thy com- 
mandments, and join in affinity with the people of 
theſe Abominatiuns; wouldeſt thou not be angry with 
xs, till thou hadſt conſumed ut, ſo that there ſhould 
be no remnant nor eſcaping * It is certain, that a 
revolt, eſpecially ſo aggravated, is a forfeiture by 
God's conſtitution. If ye forſake me, I will for- 
ſake you. And this torteiture God has actually taken 
of ſome, whom he had frequently delivered; as 
this people of the Fews in particular: And why 


| ſhould he not do the fame tor others, as well as 


for them? 

III. The way, which is moſt likely to ſecure di- 
vine favour, even when we have forſaken him af- 
ter many deliverances, is to apply to him as peni- 
tent ſupplicants, and actually to break off our fins 
by a ſincere and entire reformation. 

Our fears of his departure in juſt judgment from 
us, ſhould by no means keep us at a diſtance from 
bim; but on the contrary excite us to make an 
5 expe- 


Exr. 9. 13, 
14. 


2 Ciron. 
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experiment of that way, wherein, if in any, there 
may be hope ot averting fo dreadful an evil. And 
the example of the text leads ns to the only way 
that looks promiling ; if this will not ſucceed, no- 
thing will. 

1. Glory mult be given to God by confeſſion. If 

would hope, that God will yet ſhew mercy, 
there muſt be a ſenſe of our ſins, and not only of 
our ſutterings: Of our fins in their aggravations, 
that our behaviour has been peculiarly unſuitable 
and unworthy of the courſe of benefits which God 
has conferred upon us; that we have requited him 
evil for good; that we found no iniquity in hin, 
to countenance our departure from him. If God 
ſhall excuſe us from feeling the deſerts of our fins, 
it muſt be expected, that we ſnould be ſenſible of 
their ill deſert, and therefore fall down in a ſub- 
miſſion to his holy pleaſure. If he ſhall yet be- 
come a Saviour to us, we mutt be ſoftned to ac- 
knowledge the righteouſneſs of his providence, ei- 
ther in the preſent diſtreſſes which he has brought 
upon us, or it he ſhould involve us in others im- 
pending over us. If we fret againſt the Lord, or 


murmur at his rod, we cannot but have a very un- 


comfortable proſpect. Nothing can give ſo pro- 
bable a hope of exemption or deliverance, as it we 
are brought humbly and heartily to own, that, ac- 
cording to his threatning in the Text, it would be 
juſt in him to deliver xs ub more, and to ſend us in 
the time of our- tribulation to the vanities which 
we have choſen. And after publick provocations, 
he ſhould be glorified by publick acknowledgments 
of our fins, of our forfeiture of his mercies, and 
of our deſert of his judgments. 

2. Humble and fervent prayer ſhould accompany 
our confeſſions. Paſt deliverances ſhould excite us 
ſtill to as. We ſhould fill our months with all 
the arguments, with which he has furniſhed us in 
his word: And perſevere in this exerciſe, as long 
there is hope or a reprieve. This is to continue in- 
ſtant in prayer; always to pray, and not to faint. 


Luk, 18. 1. This is a reaſonable homage expected from us, as 


all 


November 5, 1720. 


an acknowledgment of our intire dependance up- 
on God: And it is the beſt way to form our mind to a 
temper fit for a receiving and uſing aright, a freſh 
deliverance, if God ſhould be pleaſed tc grant it. 

3. A real and thorough reformation is tarther 
neceſſary. And this indeed is the principal thing. 
Confeſſion and prayer are chiefly intended to lead 
us to this, and will be of little ſervice tous without 
it, We find God taking little notice of the con- 
feſſions or prayers of the people of /ſrael, till they 
came to this, of putting away the ſtrange gods from 
among them, and ſerving the Lord: Then his foul 
was grieved for their afflictions. Many are willing 
in the time of their diltreſs to ſay, we have ſinned, 
and to cry for mercy; but they care not to go far- 
ther. They can be content to faſt, or pray, or en- 
gage in any of the external duties of religion, when 
trouble awakens them; but they would ſubſtitute this 
in the room of real reformation, and compound 
by any thing external for omitting to do this in earn- 
eſt. But nothing will do without this; and that in 
both the branches of it, forſaking ſin, and return- 
ing unto God; ceaſing to do evil, and learaing to 
dy well. And this amendment muſt not be meerly 
tranſient, during a preſent fright; not /zke the moru- 
ing cloud, or the early dew that paſſes away ; but 
engaged in with a deſign of perſeverance, and a 
reſolution againſt new relapſes; as it was obſerved, 
that Jae] teemed to have been peculiarly hearty 
and in earneſt in the reformation here ſpoken of. 


IV. Hereupon, whatever a people's paſt difficul- - 


ties and deſerts may have been, there will be room 
to hope, for God's compaſſionate regard ſtill, and 
that he will deliver yet again. His gracious and 
merciful nature is no ſinall encouragement to a re- 


15 


torming people: That affliction is h:s ſtrange work 3 Ia.28, 21. 


he is ſo far from delighting in the miſery and ruin of 
his creatures, that he zs good and does good, and does 
not willingly afflict the children of men, but when 
his honour requires it. The end of his corrections 


js to bring men to reformation. When he eie, Nehem. 9. 


azainſt them, it is, that he may bring them again un- 
10 


4 


. 
— 2 


16 


Fer. 18. 75 
8. 


P/. 106. 
23. 


Gen. 18. 
32. 


. 


Ezek. 9. 4. 


Zeph. 2. 3. 


A StxMon Preach'd, 


to his lau. If that end is attained, he has accom» 
pliſhed his work upon them, and it may be hoped 

that he will remove his hand. He has even ſettled 
it as his conſtitution to do ſo. At whar inſtant I 
ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, and concerning a 
kingdom to pluck up, and to pull down, and to de- 
ſtroy it; if that nation, againſt whom I have pro- 
nounced, turn from their evil, then I will repent of 
the evil that I thought to do unto them. And the 
courſe of his providence in all ages has been agree- 
able. No inſtance can be given of a people de— 
ſtroyed, when they were brought to repentance, and 
prayer, and amendment. 

This is certain upon a general and prevailing re- 
turn to God. But there is ſome room for hope, 
that a community may be ſpared, when there are 
ſome righteous perſons in it, that are interceſſors 
for it; ſo much hope, as ſhould engage the few 
that are in ſuch places to and in the breach, when 
God's judgments are abroad. God deſcended ve- 
ry low in the terms of mercy to Sodom, upon Abra- 
hams intreaty; he would not deſtroy it, it ten 
righteous perſons could be found there. And yet 
lower {till in the cafe of Feruſalem; See nou, aud 
know, and ſeek in the broad places thereof, if ve can 
find a man, if there be any that execateth judgment, 
aud that ſeeketh the truth, and I will pardon it. 
1 heſe are no ſmall encouragements to good men 
to perſevere in prayer for their country, I hey have 
{ti} more ground to expect God's favour to them- 


ſelves. They may receive a favourable diſtinction 


in a common calamity: As thoſe in Jeruſalem, 
who ſighed for all the abowinations done 1a the 
midſt thereof, had a mark on their forehcads to ex- 
empt them from the common deſolation. I z2ay 
be they may be hid in the Lord's anger. But if the 
judgment ſhould be inevitable, and good men be 
involved in it; yet it ſhall be well at laſt wich them 
that prepare to mcet their God. 
Let me now apply what has been ſaid upon this 

ſubject to our ſelves. 


1. Let 
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I. Let us conſider our own caſe, which runs pa- 
rallel with that of 1/-ae/ in the text, both as to 
YOu of eminent deliverances already vouch- 
res nd our being involved again in new difficul- 


ties. 

Ve have certainly been as often and as remark- 

ably ſaved, as any nation under heaven, ſince the 
Expiration of the covenant of peculiarity with the 

Fewiſh nation: And therefore God may juſtly put 

us in mind, as he docs them here, how often he 

has delivered us. This day has been made ſignal in 

our Calendar by two glorious ſalvations. Since 

we came Out of Egypt by the reformation, our prin- 

Cipal dangers and deliverances too have been from 

Popery. In every reign ſince, there have been ſome 

attempts and contrivances from that quarter againſt 

us. When God has ſeen fit to bring a ſcourge up- 

on us for our fins, thoſe of that communion or their 

abettors have commonly-been the rods in his hand. 

Or when our troubles have viſibly been owing to 

the divifions of Proteſtants; they have Kunene; 

blown the coals, or made their improvement of 

them afterwards. hs - - 

I ſhall look no farther back, than to the horrid 
attempt, which firſt made this day remarkable a- 

mong us. It was a contrivance, you know, to 

have deſtroyed no leſs than the Sovereign and his 

whole ſenate -at, one ſudden blow; that the heads 

of the hation being taken off, the reſt of the peo- 

ple might become an eaſy prey in the general con- 

fuſion. And with a deſign equally black, they had 

made preparation for ſetting Proteſtants at the far- 

theſt variance; and expoſing thoſe to the rage of 

their brethren; who have ever expreſſed the moſt 

fixed abhorrence of Popery : Had the deſign taken 

effect, the odium of this villainous fact was to have 
been laid upon the Paritans. * A circumſtance,* This is 
which ſhould particularly heigtiten our ſenſe of the affirmedin 
. | | deli- general by 
an Metis | | | | moſt of 
dur Hiſtorians. - See Full. Ch. Hiſt. B. 15. p. 34. Wilſon's Fames, in 
Bp. Ketmer's Collection, vol. 2. p. 676. Heyl. Hiſt. of the Presbyt. p. 
373, But Fonlis, who in other _ is as ready to fall foul up- 
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to his law. If that end is attained, he has accom- 
pliſhed his work upon them, and it may be hoped 

that he will remove his hand. He has even ſettled 
it as his conſtitution to do ſo. At whar inſtant I 


Fer. 18. 7, fhall ſpeak concerning a nation, and concerning a 
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kingdom to pluck ut, and to pull down, and to de- 
ſtroy it; if that nation, againſt whoia I have pro- 
rounced, turn from their evil, then I will repent of 
the evil that I thought to do unto them. And the 
courſe of his providence in all ages has been agree- 
able. No inſtance can be given of a people de- 
ſtroyed, when they were brought to repentance, and 
prayer, and amendment. 

This is certain upon a general and prevailing re- 
turn to God. But there is ſome room for hope, 
tnat a community may be ſparcd, when there are 
ſome righteous perſons in it, that are interceſſors 
for it; fo much hope, as ſhould engage the few 
that are in ſuch places to and in the breach, when 
Qod's judgments are abroad. God deſcended ve- 
ry low in the terms of mercy to Sodom, upon Abra- 
ham”s intreaty; he would not deſtroy it, it ten 
righteous perſons could be found there. And yet 
lower till in the cafe of Ferzſalem; See zow, and 
know, and ſeek in the broad places thereof, if ve can 
find a man, if there be any that execateth judgment, 
aud that ſeeketh the trath, and I will pardon it. 
J heſe are no ſmall encouragements to good men 
to perſevere in prayer for their country, 1 hey have 
ſtill more ground to expect God's favour to them- 
ſelves. They may receive a favourable diſtinction 
in a common calamity: As thoſe in Ferzſalem, 
who ſigbed for all the abowinations done in the 
midſt thereof, had a mark on their foreheads to ex- 
empt them from the common detolation. I z2ay 
be they may, be hid in the Lord's anger. But if the 
judgment ſhould be inevitable, and good men be 
involved in it; yet it ſhall be well at laſt with them 
that prepare to meet their God. 

Let me now apply what has been {aid upon this 
ſubject to our ſelves. | 


1. Let 
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I. Let us conſider our own caſe, which runs pa- 
rallel with that of 1/-ae/ in the text, both as to 
variety of eminent deliverances already vouch- 
ſafed and our being involved again in new difficul- 
ties. | 


ſe have certainly been as often and as remark- 
ably ſaved, as any nation under heaven, ſince the 
expiration of the covenant of peculiarity with the 
Fewihh nation: And therefore God may juſtly put 
us in mind, as he docs them here, how often he 
has delivered us. This day has been made ſignal in 
our Calendar by two glorious ſalvations. Since 
we came out of Egypt by the retormation, our prin- 
cipal dangers and deliverances too have been from 
Popery. In every reign ſince, there have been ſome 
attempts and contrivances from that quarter againſt 
us. When God has ſeen fit to bring a ſcourge up- 
on us for our fins, thoſe of that communion or their 
abettors have commonly been the rods in his hand. 
Or when our troubles havewifibly been owing to 
the diviſions of Proteſtants; they have commonly 
blown the coals, or made their improvement of 
them afterwards. We 4 

I ſhall look no farther back, than to the horrid 
attempt, which firſt made this day remarkable a- 
mong us. It was a contrivance, you know, to 
have deſtroyed no leſs than the Sovereign and his 
whole ſenate at one ſudden blow; that the heads 
of the hation being taken off, the reſt of the peo- 
ple might become an eaſy prey in the general con- 
fuſion. And with a deſign equally black, they had 
made preparation for ſetting Proteſtants at the far- 
theſt variance; and expoſing thoſe to the rage of 
their brethren; who have ever expreſſed the moſt 
fixed abhorrence of Popery : Had the deſign taken 
effect, the odium of this villainous fact was to have 
been laid upon the Pwxritans. * A circumſtance,“ This is 
which ſhould particularly heighten our ſenſe of the affrmedin 
*:.0 deli- general by 
an 105 | moſt of 
our Hiſtorians. - See Full. Ch. Hiſt. B. 15. p. 34. Wilſon's Fames, in 
Bp. Kenner's Collection, vol. 2. p. 676. Heyl. Hiſt. of the Presbyt. p. 
373, But Fonlis, who in other 8 is as ready to fall foul up- 
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deliverance, who glory in them as our Fathers, 
This work of darkneſs, by the good Providence 
of God, was laid open in time; and that was turn- 
ed to their perpetual Infamy, by which they hoped 
to ſecure us for their property. . 
When they failed in deſtroying us at once, 
both root and branch, their counſels were turned 
into another channel; and in the remainder of that 
and the two ſucceeding reigns they ated a more 
refined part. They inſinuated themſelves by vari- 


ous 


on the Puritans as any man, gives the moſt particular and authentick 
account ofthis matter in his Hiſtory of Romiſh Treaſons, p. 690. They 
determined to throw the crime upon the Puritans, by declaring them 
the Traytors, who blew up the Parliament. To carry on which 
* falſe report, they had framed a Proclamation, which they had got 
printed, and ready for publiſhing upon the ſign given, which they 
* ſuppreſſed and burnt upon the diſcovery; tho* ſome of them by 
chance came to view, and were ſen and read by Dr. Parker Dean 

of Lincoln, Sir Im Ellis Recorder of the ſaid city, and other perſons. 
And the better alſo to get the ſame. credit with the people, Keys, 
brother in law to Mr. Pickering; and one of the conſpirators, } 
had a few days before either. borrowed or bought the ſwift horſe 
(well known in London and thereabouts) of Mr. Pickering of Tich- 
* march-grove in Northamptonſhire, a noted Puritan, whom they alſo 
* deſigned to kill; upon which Faux, having fired the match and 
* touchwood leading to the train, was to eſcape, as they bore 
him in hand; but their deſign was to kill him at taking horſe, 
for Picbering's man; which the people would eaſily believe, ſeeing 
the horſe ſo well known to them; and the — once per- 
© ſuaded of this, would be more facil to join with them, under notion 
of doing juſtice upon ſuch ſuppoſed Traytors and Wretches. Thus 
far Foulis, Mr. Ralph Penning in a Sermon before the Lord Mayor 
of London, Nov. F. 1656. called, Mercies Memorial, relates the ſame 
paſlage of Pickering, Only adds, that the horſe. was to lie ready in 
St. George's fields in Southwark: That Fawux's body was to be ſo 
mangled, as not to be known: And that when this contrivance was af- 
terwards diſcoyered by ſome of the conſpirators in priſon, and 
Faux in the Tower was made acquainted with it, he quitted his ob- 
ſtinate refuſal to make a diſcovery, and freely confeſſed all he knew. 
Mr. Venuing adds, that the truth of this was attefted by Mr. Perkins 
a noted citizen of London to Dr. Gouge; and Mr. Clement Cottons 


Author of the Concordances, had it from Mr, Pickering himſelf, and 
from ſome of his relations, 


November 5, 1720. 


ous arts into the connivance and countenance of 
our Princes, and ſpirited up many factions and di- 
viſions among our ſelves, both upon civil and re- 
ligious accounts. | 

At length upon the acceſſion of a profeſt and zea- 
lous Papilt to the throne, they thought all mult go 
ſure on their fide; and inſtigated the Prince then 
reigning to take the moſt eager and forward ſteps, 
upon the ruins of our Laws and Liberties, to in- 
troduce the quick ſettlement of their Religion. I 
ſhall leave the recollection of the invaſions then 
made upon our rights and liberties, to the memories 
of thoſe who then knew the world, or to the hi- 
{tories of that period. I ſhall only ſay, that tho? 
many now ſeem to have forgotten, that any ſuch 
illegal or dangerous ſteps were taken, yet it was 
then the univerſal ſenſe of Proteſtants through the 
nation. One and all then cryed out for a delive- 
rer. The divifions among us were huſhed aſleep ; 
the high flights of abſolute non-reſiſtance, which 
had been the burthen of the ſong in the pulpit, 
were ſilenced on a ſudden: Every Proteſtant ap- 
prehended the neceſſity of making'a vigorous ſtand 
againſt the fatal meaſures of a Popiſh Court. God 
inclined a neighbouring Prince, upon earneſt ap- 


plications of all ranks from hence, generouſſy to 


venture his all to ſerve us: And the States, over 
whom he preſided, as generouſſy imbarked their 
all upon the ſame bottom. Providence {ſmiled on 
the attempt for Religion and Liberty, and marked 
this day with a new glory by the GREAT Wir- 
LIAM'S ſetting foot then upon our ſhore : A name 
cclebrated then by every tongue, as raiſed up by 
God to be the Saviour of Euglaud and of Europe; 
and which will ever be remembred with joy by all true 
Jovers of both. How ſuddenly, upon his appearance 
among us, did our dangers vaniſh! what a Spirit 
poſſeſſed the people in general! what a terror ſeiz- 
ed our enemies! The nation was, as it were, born 
in a day; Popery ſtole away in ſilence; the throne 
was happily filled by the conſent of a free people; 
the Laws returned to their regular courſe without 

2 any 
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any long intermiſſion; the Liberties of Europe were 


contended for and gained; and before that glomons 


reign expired, the bleſſed legacy of a Proteſtant 
ſucceſſion was ſettled by the firmeſt barriers. of 


Law. f 3 44 y 

I need not call to your minds, what apprehenſi- 
ons we were full of a few years ago, leſt we ſhould 
be diſappointed of that entail of the blefling of the 
Revolution ; -nor with what joy and wonder we 
were relieved from our fears by the peaceable and 
unexpected acceſſion of his preſent Majeſty, whom 


God long preſerve. We were then ite thoſe that 
dream: Our fears juſt before had been ſo ſtrong, 
and our joys upon the change ſo raiſed, that we 
could ſcarce believe at firſt the ſalvation wrought 
for us. TI can have no occaſion to point in par- 


ticular at the circumitances of providential favour, 


which have confirmed and ſecured his Majeſty's 
government ſince, becauſe they are all freſh in your 
' remembrance, x e | 


Theſe deliverances juſtly claim our ſolemn and 
thankful memorials. If preſent difficulties ſhould 


take off our reliſh for them, or induce us to under- 


value mercies, which ſecure to us our moſt deſir- 
able intereſts ; that would it ſelf be one of the worſt 
omens we have for our future welfare. 


And yet preſent providences call us to /izg of 


mercy aud of judgment ;, tho? certainly of mercy re- 
foicing over judgment. Every one is acquainted 
with the preſent difficultics and dangers, which at- 
tend us. Bleſſed be God, not as the caſe of the 
Iſraelites here was, from new enemies. abroad; 
God has made our old enemies to be at peace with 
us, and reduced them to circumſtances, wherein 
they are diſabled from taking advantage of our-ca- 
jlamities, if they had it in their inclination. We 
nave itill a Proteſtant, and a free government at 
nome; God has crowned the year with his good- 
neſs, in the neceſſary products of the earth. But 
none can be inſenſible, that there is a ſudden run 
Ot general diſtreſs, affecting innumerable perſons 


and families, beyond any initance within the reach 
ot 
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of memory, and poſſibly within the reach of hiſto- 
ry: And at the ſame time a yet more melancholy 
proſpect, from a dreadful contagion, ſweeping a- 
way numbers in the neighbouring kingdom, and 
hovering over our heads. FEES OLED 

2. oo us therefore conſider, and apply our ſelves 
to our preſent duty. lh | F 

The ſubject we are upon, leads us to obſerve, 
that the great and many deliverances we have re- 
ceived, ſhould neither be forgotten, nor coldly re- 
membred in our preſent circumſtances. We ſhould 
neither be ſick of our deliverances, nor think the 
worſe of them becauſe of preſent diſtreſſes. But 
we ſhould refoice with trembling: And with a mix- 
ture of ſo much the greater concern, as the bene- 
fits we have received have been extraordinary for 
their nature and number; and as the frowns of pro- 
vidence at this time are very ſtriking, and very ex- 

tenſive. | I, 

Surely the God, who has ſo often delivered us, 
is angry with us. And ic there not a cauſe ? Has 
the liberty of our religion been.ſo often preſerved 
by a ſucceſſion of wonders, that it might be de- 
youred at once by a prodigious ſpirit of worldli- 
neſs? Have we been fived from popiſh frauds, that 
we might be capacitated to defraud and go beyond 
one another in the moſt extravagant manner? Are 
we ſecur'd trom popery, that we might have oppor- 
tunity to bid adicu toall religion ? Has God been the 
guardian of the religion we juſtly call Reformed a- 
mong us, that our vices and the diſſolution of our 
manners ſhould remain unretormed ? 

The palt ſalvations we are here commemorat- 
ing have been from the malicious contrivances and 
unjuſt attempts of our enemies; but the preſent di- 
ſtreſſes of the nation are directly ſelf-made. Ne- 
ver was that more literally true, than in the preſent 
caſe, that our own.wickedneſs corrects us, and our 
backſl:dings reprove us. Men have evidently involy- 
ed themſelves in the preſent calamity, by their own 
unparallel'd covetouſneſs, abandoning the buſineſs 
of their proper (tations, and a raſh adventuring A 

yond 
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their raiſed expectations. 
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yond their bottom. They have no reaſon at all to 
complain of God, nor indeed of any ſo much as 
of themſelves. Let us not ſtand it out in gur pro- 
vocations, but with contrite ſpirits acknowledge 
wherein we have exceeded; not only lament our 
diſtreſſes, but eſpecially the fins by which we have 
drawn them upon our ſelves. Let us entertain a 
godly ſorrow for that moſt tnordinate love of 
Tiches, which had in the moſt uncommon degree 
. overſpread all forts, all ages, all profeſſions, and 
all ſexes among us, and led on to all extravagant 
adventures ; and which indeed made it neceflary to 
tecure any thing of religion or honeſty among us, 
that people ſhould: be feclingly taught the vanity of 
= us humbly confets, 
that by this and our other fins we have Tighteoufly 
deſerved what is already come upon us; and that 
it would be very juſt in God to.proceed to greater 
2 and to lay us under his more immediate 
hand. E boc::! 
Would it not be a righteous thing with God to 
fend us a devouring plague from our neighbours, 
when they have already infected us with that thirſt 
of exorbitant gain, of which they ſet us the exam- 
ple? Could it be eſteemed an undue ſeverity, if 
that cup of trembling fhould come ronnd to us, 
when our land is full of as notorious vices, and as 
Pprofligate ſinners as theirs, and this under far greater 
light and advantages! Surely no; but except we 
repent, we muſt likewiſe periſh. 1 
Let us therefore bow down before the Lord our 
Maker in penitent humiliations, and return to him 
by a preſent and thorough reformation; then we 
may hopefully apply to his mercy by earnelt prayer, 
that he will yet ſave his people, and bleſs this his 
inheritance. 15 | 
I rcjoice to ſee the numbers and the apparent ſe- 
riouſneſs ot thoſe, who for ſome weeks paſt have 
joined in the publick confeſſions and ſupplications, 
which have been offered up in ſeveral aſſemblies of 
the proteſtant Diſſenters of this City. It is a hopeful 
iy mptom; it is our preſent, and ee 
| Wi 
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I wier all the people of the Nation, of every deno- 
mination, and of every rank, were ingaged in fome 
fike publick acknowledgment. of God in our pre- 
fent cirgymftances. But let us remember, that re- 
formation will be of the greateſt ſervice; for if ws 
regard iniquity iu dur hearts, and perſiſt in the prac- 
tice of it, God wzll not hear our prayers. 
Let each of us then fet our ſelves upon perſonal 
amendment, and promote it all we can in our own 
families, over which we may hope, next to our 
felves, to have the molt influence. Let us do what 
we can to reform, or at leaſt ro reſtrain and check 
the vices of the age: And earneſtly pray to God to 
diſpoſe thoſe of the higheſt rank to be examples in 
reformation, and all m authority to countenance 
and promote it, ſo as to be à zerror to evil doers, 
and 6 aſe to them that do well. 5 
God may fpare a people for the ſake of ſome, 
who in earneſt return to him, and humbly intercede 
But I am ſure from the declarations of 
Scripture, and the conſtant courfe of Providence, 
that a nation generally engaging in reformation 
ſhall not be utterly forſaken. May God pour out 
his ſpirit abundantly thus to heal our land: Then 
he will effectually enable our moſt gracious Sove- 
reign to execute all his paternal inclinations for the 
welfare of his people; he will counſel our counſel- 
tors, and teach our ſenators wiſdom in this molt cr 
tical juncture; and make them healers of our 
breaches, and reſtorers of paths to dwell in. Then 
he will either avert rhe fearful contagion, or 
make it a refining and not a conſuming fire. 
will himſelf be a wall of fire round about us to 
ſecure all our valuable intereſts: And theſe paſt de- 
Iiverances will {till have a treſh accent put upon them 
by the addition of continual favours from a gra- 
cious Gd. ‚ 1 | | 
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